Abstract: This study focused on the evaluation of forest vegetation changes from 1992 to 2015 in the Low Tatras National Park (NAPANT) in Slovakia and the Sumava National Park in Czechia using a time series (TS) of Landsat images. The study area was damaged by wind and bark beetle calamities, which strongly influenced the health state of the forest vegetation at the end of the 20th and beginning of the 21st century. The analysis of the time series was based on the ten selected vegetation indices in different types of localities selected according to the type of forest disturbances. The Landsat data CDR (Climate Data Record/Level 2) was normalized using the PIF (Pseudo-Invariant Features) method and the results of the Time Series were validated by in-situ data. The results confirmed the high relevance of the vegetation indices based on the SWIR bands (e.g., NDMI) for the purpose of evaluating the individual stages of the disturbance (especially the bark beetle calamity). Usage of the normalized Landsat data Climate Data Record (CDR/Level 2) in the research of long-term forest vegetation changes has a high relevance and perspective due to the free availability of the corrected data.
Introduction
The issue of the time series has been a highly discussed subject recently, particularly in the field of observations of local and global change. The time series from Landsat gives us insights from the 1980s that can be used for a variety of analyses. This is the only continuous mission in the field of high-resolution data. This fact brings many problems that need to be addressed through the pre-processing of data: from the non-homogeneity of the sensed environment, through the different types of sensors with different radiometric and spectral resolutions, to the aging of the sensors. Several possible methods of processing the long time series are currently being used. Due to the low temporal resolution (for example, unlike Sentinel-2) of the Landsat images, it is necessary to pre-process the data for a possible quantitative comparison. We can use, for example, spectral unmixing methods [1] , fractional methods [2] , radiometric normalization and linear image regression [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] . Other methods such as cross-calibration methods that combine sets of multiple data types [14] are also used.
•
To evaluate and compare changes in the forest areas in the selected localities of the Low Tatras National Park and Sumava National Park using TS methods, which use normalized Landsat data • To evaluate the suitability of individual vegetation indices for the detection of different types of biotic and abiotic disturbances • To validate and interpret the results using in-situ data • To discuss and recommend the suitability of the Earth Observation for nature conservation and management of the Low Tatras National Park and Sumava National Park.
Observed Area
The Low Tatras National Park (in Slovakia) is 73 km 2 . The dominant land cover is forest; thus, we can find extensive forest ecosystems. In many parts of the Low Tatras, spruce forests dominate. Their development takes place under the influence of natural and anthropogenic factors. The integrity of the forest ecosystems has been disturbed by several abiotic events (wind, snow, frost, and avalanches), biotic agents (sub-insects) or anthropogenic influences (e.g., air pollution).
On 19 November 2004, from 15:00 to 24:00, a windstorm passed through the area of the Low Tatras with a maximum speed of about 175 km/h. The territory of the Low Tatras National Park and its protection zone was damaged and extensive forest stands in several areas and localities were destroyed. The wind storm in November 2004 hit the territory of NAPANT very strongly and, as a result, led to the reproduction of the European bark beetle (Ips typographus). During the summer of 2007, extremely favorable conditions for grafting of subcortical insects were created in almost all non-native and natural spruces in Slovakia (Figure 1 ). The observed sites of this study are located in the Dumbier part of the Low Tatras (Western Carpathians), in the Mlynna valley. It is in an about On 19 November 2004, from 15:00 to 24:00, a windstorm passed through the area of the Low Tatras with a maximum speed of about 175 km/h. The territory of the Low Tatras National Park and its protection zone was damaged and extensive forest stands in several areas and localities were destroyed. The wind storm in November 2004 hit the territory of NAPANT very strongly and, as a result, led to the reproduction of the European bark beetle (Ips typographus). During the summer of 2007, extremely favorable conditions for grafting of subcortical insects were created in almost all non-native and natural spruces in Slovakia (Figure 1 ). The observed sites of this study are located in the Dumbier part of the Low Tatras (Western Carpathians), in the Mlynna valley. It is in an about 7 km long valley. After the wind calamity in 2004, the valley area was affected by a biotic bark beetle calamity, mainly culminating in 2009 (mass pine devastation). The sites of interest were categorized according to the type of disturbance. The first site represents the territory with the wind disturbance in 2004, the second represents the prevailing beetle disturbance between 2006 and 2009, the third site has minimal disturbance, the fourth site represents a place with the beetle disturbance (2005) immediately after wind calamity in 2004 and the last site represents a place with minimal disturbance ( Figure 2 and Table 1 ). The Sumava is an extensive mountain range on the border of Czechia, Austria and Germany (Bavaria). The Sumava (Bohemian) Forest together with the neighboring Bavarian Forest creates the most extensive forest landscape in Central Europe, called the "Green Roof of Europe". The area of the park is more than 900 km 2 . The Sumava forests are dominated by spruce.
During the 1990s in the last century, a bark beetle calamity occurred in the Czech part of Sumava NP with the culmination during 1995-2001. The Kyrill gales had a strong impact on the forest vegetation in 2007. In 2008, there was a sharp rise in the bark beetle affected forest areas and it continued to grow until 2010. In the period from 2011 to 2014, there was a slight decline in the intensity of the disturbance with a stabilization period after 2014 (Figure 3 ). The first site of interest in this study represents the territory with the wind and bark beetle disturbance, the second and fourth represent the bark beetle disturbance, and the third and fifth site are with minor disturbances ( Figure 4 and Table 2 ). The Sumava is an extensive mountain range on the border of Czechia, Austria and Germany (Bavaria). The Sumava (Bohemian) Forest together with the neighboring Bavarian Forest creates the most extensive forest landscape in Central Europe, called the "Green Roof of Europe". The area of the park is more than 900 km 2 . The Sumava forests are dominated by spruce.
During the 1990s in the last century, a bark beetle calamity occurred in the Czech part of Sumava NP with the culmination during 1995-2001. The Kyrill gales had a strong impact on the forest vegetation in 2007. In 2008, there was a sharp rise in the bark beetle affected forest areas and it continued to grow until 2010. In the period from 2011 to 2014, there was a slight decline in the intensity of the disturbance with a stabilization period after 2014 ( Figure 3 ). The first site of interest in this study represents the territory with the wind and bark beetle disturbance, the second and fourth represent the bark beetle disturbance, and the third and fifth site are with minor disturbances ( Figure 4 and Table 2 ). 
Materials and Methods

Data
Satellite and in-situ data were used to process the study. Landsat Climate Data Record (CDR) satellite imagery was used as the remote sensing data. The distributed Landsat CDR data were pre-processed with geometric and atmospheric corrections using the CDR database. For more information on the methodologies, see, e.g., [26, 27] .
A sufficient number of usable Landsat satellite images (data from the Landsat 4-8 missions) were found for our areas of interest. Eleven images were finally selected for each of the Low Tatras NP (Table 3 ) and the Sumava NP (Table 4) . A crucial condition for the selection of the data was their minimum cloud cover and no significant haze infection. Another important aspect of the selection was the date of the acquisition. According to many authors (e.g., Vogelmann et al. [28] and Griffiths et al. [29, 30] ), the summer to the first autumn phase is an appropriate time for the assessment of the forest vegetation. Based on these works, it was decided to select data in the months of July to September. 
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Data
A sufficient number of usable Landsat satellite images (data from the Landsat 4-8 missions) were found for our areas of interest. Eleven images were finally selected for each of the Low Tatras NP (Table 3 ) and the Sumava NP (Table 4) . A crucial condition for the selection of the data was their minimum cloud cover and no significant haze infection. Another important aspect of the selection was the date of the acquisition. According to many authors (e.g., Vogelmann et al. [28] and Griffiths et al. [29, 30] ), the summer to the first autumn phase is an appropriate time for the assessment of the forest vegetation. Based on these works, it was decided to select data in the months of July to September. The in-situ data, used for the validation of the results from the Landsat data analysis, were obtained from the administration of the national parks and from their own field survey. The information obtained from the national parks included the field records of foresters, information from forest management plans and archive records of nature conservation documentation. The forest management plan is legislatively enshrined in the Forest Law on Forest Economic Planning and it provided data on the status of the forests and their past management: the area and category of the forest, the age of the stock and the age, stocking and representation of the individual trees, the average height, stockpile and method of management and proposal of the economic measures. 
Data Processing
To determine the state and changes in the vegetation from the satellite images, the key information was placed on the spectral characteristics of the vegetation species studied. Each species of vegetation has specific characteristics, and we can detect them and determine their properties (e.g., health status) based on this knowledge. Spectral reflection can be represented by a curve that can be divided into three basic parts according to the main structural properties: the area of pigmentation absorption, the cellular structures and the area of water absorption [31] . The time series analyses monitor the changes in the vegetation over long periods of time. The spectral characteristics of studied objects are often used for estimating the health phase of vegetation or it could be based on the spectral characteristics of the derived data, such as the vegetation indices.
To ensure compatibility, the Landsat data source was used. As mentioned above, the atmospheric and radiometric corrections did not need to be performed on the CDR data because the images are distributed with the correction and conversion to surface reflectance (i.e., surface reflectance). The Fmask [32] feature was used to create cloud-free images and to mask the clouds, shadows, snow and other disturbing elements.
It is clear from many studies that a significant problem in creating the time series is to ensure compatibility between the types of data that are often taken by multiple types of sensors [33] . A different sensor type and a different acquisition time may have a large influence on the result of the time series analyses. For this reason, relative radiometric normalization was used to eliminate the influence of the different acquisition times, the different phenological phases of the vegetation and the influence of the different spectral and radiometric characteristics of the different sensors. Thanks to normalization, we can reduce the effects of the different time and place of acquisition, the different positions of the sun, and the different radiometric and spectral differences.
Based on previous empirical testing, the PIF (Pseudo-Invariant Features) Linear Based method was selected for the normalization purposes. This normalization was selected based on the recommendations of many studies [33, 34] and the testing of relative radiometric normalizations in the article by Lastovicka et al. (2017) [35] . It is a relatively standard proven method, which already has its origins in the 1990s, and the PIF Linear Based method is probably the most commonly used [34] . There are many variations of PIF and it is used in many programs for time series (IR-MAD/MAD CAL algorithm). The linear-based method is based on linear alignment using linear regression. For the PIF linear-based method, a classical linear regression (y = b 1 * x + b 2 + ε) was used, which represents the approximation of the known values using the smallest square method.
Thus, by linear regression, we looked for the most suitable parameters, b 1 and b 2 , to approximate the two observed frames in the correlation diagram. The values b 1 and b 2 represent the slope and intercept, respectively [34] .
The method consists of finding the pseudo-invariant objects and the invariant objects in two observed images that occur as clusters [33, [36] [37] [38] . Using a scatter plot, the values of both images and the search for the unmodified objects were displayed manually or automatically using the algorithm [39] . The invariant areas required for this method were selected based on the NDVI index, where the minimum area of the index was the appropriate area. Roads, parking areas, roofs and other long-standing elements were among the selected invariant objects. These selected elements are suitable for normalization calculations. Then, the regression parameters were computed [33] . The equalization was performed for each spectrum band separately-the band-by-band method [39] .
For the data normalization of the CDR Landsat data, custom applications were developed in the MATLAB environment. The developed application was inspired by the TimeSync web application (made by Oregon State University-http://timesync.forestry.oregonstate.edu [40] ), which has limitations in accessing custom data as well as in bulk data over the Internet. Our application allows one to work with any type of satellite data in an off-line mode. Thanks to the relatively standardized MATLAB encryption, this application is transferable to a wide range of software and operating systems. The application itself consists of several algorithms for which two user interfaces were created. The first user interface allows seeing the differences between the two spectral bands that are needed for normalization purposes. The scatter graph and interdependence were displayed using a linear regression curve.
After the data standardization process, the selected vegetation indices were calculated, and the time series charts were created. To create the curves, the developed applications were used. For the specified location, the application created time series charts. The calculations take the pixel values of the site or its surroundings (3 × 3 pixels) into account. In this study's case, the closest neighborhood of the site was used (3 × 3 pixels). Nine pixels were selected for one pixel in the neighborhood of the central pixel (the localities were chosen from a larger area of disturbed or non-disturbed places, thus the values were averaged for the approximate value errors or outlying values). For a more detailed description of this application, see the work of Lastovicka et al. [35] .
Based on several elaborated studies [34, [41] [42] [43] [44] , it was decided to use the list of vegetation indices shown in Table 5 . The masking and calculation of the vegetation indices was performed in ENVI 5.3. The final database created for the time series analysis included calculations of six vegetation indices from the Landsat CDR normalized data by the PIF Linear Based method.
For the statistical approach, the minimum (MIN), the maximum (MAX), the difference between maximum and minimum (MAX-MIN) and the standard deviation (St. Deviation) were calculated.
For both areas of interest, the aggregate mathematical statistical characteristics were calculated. From the locations where calamities occurred, the average values for the given period were calculated and the graphs for all the interest areas were plotted. Tatras 
Results
This section focuses on the description and interpretation of the value of the vegetation indices in the 10 different localities in the Low
Locality 1
A significant part of the Low Tatras National Park was damaged by the wind calamity of Elizabeth, which took place on 19 November 2004. The first site represents the area heavily damaged by this event, followed by the natural regeneration of the vegetation in the following years after the calamity.
The results of the development of the individual monitored indices are documented in Figure 5 . The evolution of the values of the monitored indices shows that the wind calamity that occurred in 2004 significantly affected the state of the forest vegetation. The examined indices strongly reflected this wind calamity. It can be seen in Figure 5 that the most significant change (decrease) is in the values of the following vegetation indices NDVI, NDMI and wNDII; the decline in the curve is less significant for the FMI, SR and TVI indices. These results can be also seen from the statistical information in the Figure 5b , similar figures were calculated for all sites. For areas with disturbance, there was detected a significant difference between minimum and maximum. In comparison, this statistical indicator was lower in the areas with minimal disturbance. These results were also achieved with standard deviation. Places with minimal disturbance had lower standard deviation. The area gradually began to be covered by the ascending deciduous woods (after harvesting the dead trees), especially Sorbus aucuparia. These young deciduous trees helped with the regeneration of the vegetation cover in the damaged area.
In 2005, there is missing value in Figure 5a . This is in case of clouds in the satellite image (Figures A1 and A2 in Appendix A). In this situation, linear interpolation was used, and the curve was connected to the nearest value point. The same method was used in other localities, if there was a problem with missing values due to cloud cover. The results of the development of the individual monitored indices are documented in Figure 5 . The evolution of the values of the monitored indices shows that the wind calamity that occurred in 2004 significantly affected the state of the forest vegetation. The examined indices strongly reflected this wind calamity. It can be seen in Figure 5 that the most significant change (decrease) is in the values of the following vegetation indices NDVI, NDMI and wNDII; the decline in the curve is less significant for the FMI, SR and TVI indices. These results can be also seen from the statistical information in the Figure 5b , similar figures were calculated for all sites. For areas with disturbance, there was detected a significant difference between minimum and maximum. In comparison, this 
Locality 2
The second observed site is a site affected by the strongly expanding, devastating bark beetle after 2007. The forest vegetation after the attack was dying and left to spontaneously develop. The TS graph of the vegetation indices in this area can be seen in Figure 6 .
The second observed site is a site affected by the strongly expanding, devastating bark beetle after 2007. The forest vegetation after the attack was dying and left to spontaneously develop. The TS graph of the vegetation indices in this area can be seen in Figure 6 . In Figure 6 , we can see some obvious trends. At the initiation phase of the bark beetle calamity, the vegetation indices wNDII, NDMI and FMI declined, while the values of the NDVI, SR and TVI indices slightly increased in the period [2005] [2006] [2007] . During 2007-2009, the location was characterized by the significant degradation of the spruce forest. All the monitored indices responded with a decrease in the values continuing until 2012. Then, the natural regeneration of the territory with the dominance of the deciduous trees began, which successively occupied the deforested areas in the territory of the calamity. This was mainly reflected by the NDMI, wNDII and NDVI indices.
Locality 3
The next observed locality in the Low Tatras represents a place where, unlike the two previous localities, there have been no significant changes in the vegetation during the observed period. The time series of the vegetation indices can be seen in Figure 7 . In Figure 6 , we can see some obvious trends. At the initiation phase of the bark beetle calamity, the vegetation indices wNDII, NDMI and FMI declined, while the values of the NDVI, SR and TVI indices slightly increased in the period [2005] [2006] [2007] . During 2007-2009, the location was characterized by the significant degradation of the spruce forest. All the monitored indices responded with a decrease in the values continuing until 2012. Then, the natural regeneration of the territory with the dominance of the deciduous trees began, which successively occupied the deforested areas in the territory of the calamity. This was mainly reflected by the NDMI, wNDII and NDVI indices.
The next observed locality in the Low Tatras represents a place where, unlike the two previous localities, there have been no significant changes in the vegetation during the observed period. The time series of the vegetation indices can be seen in Figure 7 . It can be seen in the figure that relatively small value changes occurred in the observed area. Insignificant oscillations are mainly evident in the wNDII and NDMI indices, as well as in the FMI. A slight fluctuation was recorded in the TVI index, less so in the NDVI and SR indices. In terms of interpretation, it is necessary to realize that changes in the index values may reflect specific, local conditions, e.g., weather conditions: precipitation vs. drought [39] . It can be seen in the figure that relatively small value changes occurred in the observed area. Insignificant oscillations are mainly evident in the wNDII and NDMI indices, as well as in the FMI. A slight fluctuation was recorded in the TVI index, less so in the NDVI and SR indices. In terms of interpretation, it is necessary to realize that changes in the index values may reflect specific, local conditions, e.g., weather conditions: precipitation vs. drought [39] .
Locality 4
The fourth observed site is a site affected by the strongly expanding, devastating bark beetle after 2001. The forest vegetation after the attack was dying and left to spontaneously develop. The TS graph of the vegetation indices in this area can be seen in Figure 8 . All monitored indices responded with a decrease in the values with minimal values in 2005. Then, the natural regeneration of the territory was reflected by an increase of the values, mainly in NDMI, wNDII and NDVI indices. 
Locality 6
The first site from the Sumava NP is a site that has been hit by a wind calamity (2007). After disturbing the tree structures, the forest was much more affected by bark beetle attack. The result can be seen in Figure 10 . Here, the steep decline in the curves after 2008 is especially visible, caused by the disturbance of the trees by the wind and the subsequent bark beetle. The destruction process is so much faster than, for example, in Locality 7.
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The first site from the Sumava NP is a site that has been hit by a wind calamity (2007). After disturbing the tree structures, the forest was much more affected by bark beetle attack. The result can be seen in Figure 10 . Here, the steep decline in the curves after 2008 is especially visible, caused by the disturbance of the trees by the wind and the subsequent bark beetle. The destruction process is so much faster than, for example, in Locality 7. 
Locality 7
The next location from the Sumava NP is similar to Locality 2 from the Low Tatras region. This is a place where a biotic disturbance has occurred, i.e., a bark beetle calamity. Figure 11 shows the results of the time series analyses. The NDMI and wNDII indices reflected the whole disturbance event with a decreasing value. The NDVI, SR, and TVI indices had similar trends in the first years of the calamity (decrease). The dead trees were not harvested.
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The next location from the Sumava NP is similar to Locality 2 from the Low Tatras region. This is a place where a biotic disturbance has occurred, i.e., a bark beetle calamity. Figure 11 shows the results of the time series analyses. The NDMI and wNDII indices reflected the whole disturbance event with a decreasing value. The NDVI, SR, and TVI indices had similar trends in the first years of the calamity (decrease). The dead trees were not harvested. 
Locality 8
The next site of interest is similar to Locality 3 in the Low Tatras NP: without any significant disturbance. This location is covered by a spruce forest with an approximate age of 50 years according to the in-situ data. In Figure 12 , we can see the development with the oscillation in the values without any significant breaks.
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The next site of interest is similar to Locality 3 in the Low Tatras NP: without any significant disturbance. This location is covered by a spruce forest with an approximate age of 50 years according to the in-situ data. In Figure 12 , we can see the development with the oscillation in the values without any significant breaks. 
Locality 9
The next location from the Sumava NP is similar to Locality 2 from the Low Tatras region and Locality 7 from the Sumava National Park. This is the place where a biotic disturbance has occurred, i.e., bark beetle calamity. Figure 13 shows the results of the time series analyses. The NDVI, NDMI and wNDII indices reflected the whole disturbance event with a decreasing value. The dead trees were not harvested after the disturbance.
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Locality 9
The next location from the Sumava NP is similar to Locality 2 from the Low Tatras region and Locality 7 from the Sumava National Park. This is the place where a biotic disturbance has occurred, i.e., bark beetle calamity. Figure 13 shows the results of the time series analyses. The NDVI, NDMI and wNDII indices reflected the whole disturbance event with a decreasing value. The dead trees were not harvested after the disturbance. 
Locality 10
The last site of interest is similar to Localities 3 and 5 in the Low Tatras NP (without any significant disturbance) and Locality 8 in the Sumava National Park (with minimal disturbance). This location is covered by a spruce forest with an approximate age of 60 years according to the in-situ data. In Figure 14 , we can see the development with the oscillation in the values with only small breaks.
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Locality 10
The last site of interest is similar to Localities 3 and 5 in the Low Tatras NP (without any significant disturbance) and Locality 8 in the Sumava National Park (with minimal disturbance). This location is covered by a spruce forest with an approximate age of 60 years according to the in-situ data. In Figure 14 , we can see the development with the oscillation in the values with only small breaks. Figure 17 (the Sumava National Park), it can be stated that, due to the gradual spread of the disturbance in the individual years, the longer span of the time of the calamity breakdown shows the calamity break is slower. In addition to the summary graphs, the individual aggregate values of the individual vegetation indices are described in Tables 6 and 7 for the Low Tatras,  and Tables 8 and 9 for the Sumava National Park. 
Statistical Results and Comparison of Both Specific Areas
Discussion and Conclusions
The forests in the Low Tatras and Sumava National Parks have been severely affected by wind calamities and, subsequently, by bark beetle insects. For the selected locations, which differed in the type of disturbance, the calculation of the vegetation indices and the comparison/evaluation of their trajectories were performed. The main aim was to determine the suitability of the individual vegetation indices for the detection of the different types of biotic and abiotic disturbances using a TS analysis. Based on the results of this study, it is obvious that each type of disturbance, whether biotic or abiotic, has a specific development and different consequences on the state (health) of the vegetation/spectral expression. In the case of a wind disaster, a large part of the forest vegetation is devastated in a quick period. This corresponds to a large impact decrease (more than with the bark beetle calamity, because the biotic calamity is decreasing more slowly) in the indices using RED, NIR and SWIR bands [45] . A forestry intervention or succession of new vegetation causes an increase in the reflection in the green and especially in the near infrared part of the spectrum in a relatively short time after the disturbance. A wind calamity has a strong effect on the vegetation, however the recovery in the following years is quick, both in a spontaneous way and a forest-controlled way. When the three sites affected by wind calamities in Low Tatras and Sumava NPs were compared, similar result could be seen. The vegetation indices based on the use of the SWIR band (e.g., the NDMI and wNDII index) show similar trends as well [46] . A bark beetle calamity has a much more complicated progress with a specific effect on the vegetation. Several generations of beetles gradually occupy the forest with a strong culmination phase. There can be three generations of beetles in one year, which greatly disturb the resistance of the forest stand. Our results confirmed the high sensitivity of the wNDII and NDMI vegetation indices based on the SWIR band in the case of the bark beetle disturbance (see Figure 17 ). These vegetation indices were able to reflect all the phases of the disturbance using the time series analysis. The reflectivity of the healthy forest vegetation in the SWIR was lower than in the NIR. However, during the disturbance/damage, the SWIR reflectivity tended to increase. It is clear from the results that this aspect played an important role in detecting the disturbed period (compare the NDMI or wNDII vegetation indices that use the SWIR band with the vegetation indices based on NIR such as NDVI). An important result of this study is that the NDMI and wNDII vegetation indices can detect all the stages of the bark calamity (before, during and after the culmination) and are thus suitable indicators in monitoring the health status of the forest vegetation in such specific/environmentally complex processes as a bark beetle calamity with its causes and consequences. On the other hand, it can be stated that indices using SWIR are more sensitive to more local factors [45] . The values of the vegetation indices can be affected by many factors out of our current investigation, e.g., meteorological factors such as precipitation or soil moisture. For a more detailed interpretation of these changes, it would be necessary to include several factors, such as meteorological, which was beyond the scope of this study.
In terms of comparison of the two observed areas (Sumava NP and Low Tatras NP), statistical summaries were made. It can be said that the calamity conditions of the observed sites took place over a longer period in Sumava areas. This can also be seen from the individual figures. However, if we look at aggregate indicators, both locations have a very different evolution of recovery phase. In particular, in the Low Tatras, trees were harvested after the calamities. This results in a different development from the Sumava areas, where the trees were left. The spread of new trees and bushes in Sumava is slower and the values of the selected indices after overcoming the recovery phase do not reach their initial values from before the calamity, but in the Low Tatras in several cases indices approximately reach their initial values from before the calamity. However, this does not indicate anything about an unnatural interference with nature. In Figures 15-18 and Tables 6-9, the NDMI index can be picked up again as the best index to detect the disturbance of the forest ecosystems. Secondly, the wNDII index also had comparable results. The NDVI index also corresponded to the disturbances, but the problem of the NDVI index is that it cannot differentiate the recovery phase in comparison with the wNDII and NDMI indices.
A long-term TS can be used to track the development and current state of diverse forest ecosystems. The Landsat data are a very useful data source in this respect [47] . On the other hand, it is necessary to pay attention to the compatibility of the data coming from various types of Landsat sensors [40] . Although Landsat CDR data contain atmospheric and radiometric corrections, it is still useful to perform radiometric normalization. Thanks to the normalization, we can reduce the effects of the different times (phenology period) and places of acquisition, the different positions of the sun, and radiometric and spectral differences. The PIF Linear Based method appears to be a suitable standardization method. For data normalization of the CDR Landsat data, custom applications were developed in the MATLAB environment. The application allows one to work with any type of satellite data and it is transferable to a wide range of software and operating systems.
This study should serve as an example when the development of the impacts of the disturbances on the state of the forest vegetation was analyzed by traditional methodological procedures using vegetation indices. These results and methods should be useful, inspirational to the institutions for the management of the protected areas and to determine the appropriate forest management practices implemented in them. The time series results obtained can be applied to generate predictions of future states and to observe the spontaneous and economically managed forest regeneration. The use of satellite data provides progressive opportunities to monitor and evaluate the state and changes in the forest vegetation for the purpose of the protection and management of national parks [46, 47] . Figure A2 . Statistical information about the vegetation indices values in the Sumava NP (Source: Own work).
